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Programme

Monday 25 november 2019 | 15,00 > 18,00
Aula Basile, Dipartimento di Architettura, Edificio 8, Viale delle Scienze, Palermo

• The Arab-Norman Itinerary within the UNESCO World Heritage List (Prof. Ignazio 
Vinci)

Palazzo Reale, Piazza Indipendenza, Palermo

• Digital representation of cultural and architectural heritage: “Castrum Superius. 
The Palace of the Norman Kings” (Visit to the exhibition with Prof. Fabrizio 
Agnello, curator)

Tuesday 26 november 2019 | 15,00 > 18,00

Aula Basile, Dipartimento di Architettura, Edificio 8, Viale delle Scienze, Palermo

• The Norman monuments within the UNESCO Itinerary (Prof. Sofia Di Fede)

• The Palatine Chapel: historic and constructive details (Prof. Tiziana Campisi)

• Digital representation of cultural and architectural heritage: tecniques and tools
(Prof. Francesco Di Paola)

Project Common Roots In Our Diversity (CRIOD)
Erasmus KA229 - School Exchange Partnerships

ISTITUTO COMPRENSIVO STATALE BAGHERIA IV ASPRA
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Prof. Ignazio Vinci
University of Palermo | Department of Architecture

The Arab-Norman 
Itinerary within the 
UNESCO World 
Heritage List
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1945

Creation of UNESCO – United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization –, after the 
signature of the Constitution by 37 countries. In 2019 the 
belonging countries were 193.

Creation of UNESCO World Heritage List, after the 
Convention Concerning the Protection of the World's Cultural and 
Natural Heritage, adopted by the General Conference on 16 
November 1972 held in Paris.

The genesis of the UNESCO World Heritage List

1972
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UNESCO Headquarter and organisation

The UNESCO Headquarter
is placed in Paris, on the Place
de Fontenoy since 1958.

Other UNESCO offices
across the world include Cluster 
offices (24), National offices, 
Regional bureaus (11) and 
Liaison offices (4).
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UNESCO mandate and mission

UNESCO aims at promoting cooperation between the states in the 
cultural, educational and scientific fields, contributing to stimulate
respect for justice, human rights and fundamental freedoms without
distinction of race, creed, gender and language, in order to achieve a more 
balanced development for different civilizations.

The specific activities of UNESCO are divided into 5 macro-areas, 
including:

• Education

• Natural sciences

• Humanities and Social Sciences

• Culture

• Communication and information.
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UNESCO and the protection of cultural heritage

One of the distinguishing activities of UNESCO was the attention towards
the environmental and landscape values, culture, art and its
history.

The activity in safeguarding the cultural and natural heritage was further
enhanced after the States agreed to sign a Convention on the 
protection of the world, cultural and natural heritage, approved
in Paris on 16 November 1972.

Article 4 of the Convention requires the member States:

«to guarantee the identification, protection, conservation, 
enhancement and transmission to future generations of the 

cultural and natural heritage located in their territory».
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The World Heritage List: principles

The Committee, on the basis of data provided by each participating State, is
responsible for setting up, updating and disseminating a list of world 
heritage assets deemed to be of exceptional universal value and whose
safeguard is of international interest: the World Heritage List (WHL)

The concept of “Common Heritage of Mankind” or “World Heritage 
Property” refers to the fact that every culture has equal dignity and value
and is an integral part of the culture of all the peoples of the 
world.

UNESCO’s protection does not extend to all cultural heritage, but only to 
those considered to be of “exceptional universal value”: this value is
the difference that distinguishes a world heritage site from a national one.
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The World Heritage List

1.121

SITES

1978

2019 869

CULTURAL

39213

NATURAL MIXED
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The World Heritage List: distribution among the countries

167 COUNTRIES

55

55

48

CHINA

ITALY

SPAIN
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WHL global distribution
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Recognition in the World Heritage List: criteria for selection

10 CRITERIA

Cultural
1. "represents a masterpiece of human creative genius and cultural significance”
2. "exhibits an important interchange of human values, over a span of time, or within a cultural area of the 

world, on developments in architecture or technology, monumental arts, town-planning, or landscape design”
3. "to bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilization which is living or 

which has disappeared”
4. "is an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural, or technological ensemble or landscape

which illustrates a significant stage in human history”
5. "is an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-use, or sea-use which is

representative of a culture, or human interaction with the environment especially when it has become
vulnerable under the impact of irreversible change”

6. "is directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and 
literary works of outstanding universal significance”

Natural
4. "contains superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional natural beauty and esthetic importance”
5. "is an outstanding example representing major stages of Earth's history, including the record of life, 

significant on-going geological processes in the development of landforms, or significant geomorphic or 
physiographic features”

6. "is an outstanding example representing significant on-going ecological and biological processes in the 
evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems, and communities of 
plants and animals”

7. "contains the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation of biological
diversity, including those containing threatened species of outstanding universal value from the point of view
of science or conservation"
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World Heritage List: selection process

TENTATIVE
LIST

Prepared by States
after consultation

with local
authorities, NGOs, 

stakeholders.

1 2 3 4 5 6

NOMINATION 
SUBMISSION 

To the World 
Heritage Centre by 
States including a 
management plan.

WORLD 
HERITAGE 

COMMITTEE

Decision taken at
the WHC annual

meeting (Rejected, 
Deferred, Included)

NOMINATION 
DOCUMENT

Document
preparared by States
with the support of 
UNESCO advisors

EVALUATION OF 
NOMINATION 

Carried out by an 
expert panel 

considering criteria and 
management aspects

INSCRIPTION 
IN THE WHL

on request of the 
World Heritage 

Committee
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Recognition in the World Heritage List

The responsible institution for the recognition is the World Heritage 
Committee, which has also the responisibility protect the properties
of the List by distributing the resources of the WH Fund and 
determining the technical to be distributed to the various properties.

The Committee is made up of representatives from 21 Member
States, elected by the General Assembly every six years.
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2014 Formal candidature to UNESCO after the 
selection at the Country level

Recognition from the World Heritage  
Committee held in Bonn on July 3rd 2015

The Arab-Norman Itinerary

2015

2009 > Different proposals for admission at national
level from the municipality
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WHL sites in the Palermo urban area

PALAZZO DELLA 
ZISA

PALAZZO REALE E 
CAPPELLA PALATINA

CATTEDRALE DI PALERMO

SAN GIOVANNI DEGLI 
EREMITI

PONTE 
DELL’AMMIRAGLIO

CATTEDRALE DI 
MONREALE

CHIESA DI SANTA MARIA 
DELL’AMMIRAGLIO 

CHIESA DI SAN CATALDO
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The World Heritage List



THE ARAB-NORMAN ITINERARY WITHIN THE UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE LIST Ignazio Vinci 25.11.2019

The World Heritage List
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Combining conservation and valorisation: the ‘buffer zones’

AERIAL VIEW

23,5 HECTARS

Royal Palace, Palatine Chapel, Palermo Cathedral and Church of San 
Giovanni degli Eremiti 

1106 INHABITANT

BUFFER ZONE
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Combining conservation and valorisation: the ‘buffer zones’

BUFFER ZONE

AERIAL VIEW

Church of Santa Maria dell’Ammiraglio and Church of San Cataldo

2,1 HECTARS 143 INHABITANT
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Combining conservation and valorisation: the ‘buffer zones’

AERIAL VIEW

Zisa Palace

32,2 HECTARS 4502 INHABITANT

BUFFER ZONE
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Combining conservation and valorisation: the ‘buffer zones’

AERIAL VIEW

Admiral’s Bridge

38,5 HECTARS 4903 INHABITANT

BUFFER ZONE
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Combining conservation and valorisation: the ‘buffer zones’

AERIAL VIEW

Cefalù Cathedral

1,4 HECTARS 840 INHABITANT

BUFFER ZONE
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Combining conservation and valorisation: the ‘buffer zones’

AERIAL VIEW

Monreale Cathedral

12 HECTARS 268 INHABITANT

BUFFER ZONE
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Management Plans

Buildings
restoration

MANAGEMENT PLANS

Knowledge

Conservation Valorisation

Communication

Accessibility
to the sites

Measures to increase
the quality of places

Research on the 
heritage

Information to 
visitors

Involvement of Local 
community

Strategies to attract
tourism

Studies on the
socio-economic

impact
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Impact of the UNESCO itinerary on urban regeneration
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Impact of the UNESCO itinerary on the local economy

353

2016

417

2017

719

2018

NON-HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS (B&B, APARTMENTS)


